ENGLISH
The study of English is central to the learning and development of all young Australians. It helps create confident
communicators, imaginative thinkers and informed citizens. It is through the study of English that individuals learn to
analyse, understand, communicate with and build relationships with others and with the world around them. The study of
English helps young people develop the knowledge and skills needed for education, training and the workplace. It helps
them become ethical, thoughtful, informed and active members of society. In this light it is clear that the Australian
Curriculum: English plays an important part in developing the understanding, attitudes and capabilities of those who will
take responsibility for Australia’s future.
Although Australia is a linguistically and culturally diverse country, participation in many aspects of Australian life depends
on effective communication in Standard Australian English. In addition, proficiency in English is invaluable globally. The
Australian Curriculum: English contributes both to nation-building and to internationalisation.
The Australian Curriculum: English also helps students to engage imaginatively and critically with literature to expand the
scope of their experience. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples have contributed to Australian society and to its
contemporary literature and its literary heritage through their distinctive ways of representing and communicating
knowledge, traditions and experience. The Australian Curriculum: English values, respects and explores this contribution. It
also emphasises Australia’s links to Asia. (ACARA website)
The Australian Curriculum: English Foundation to Year 10 is organised into three interrelated strands that support students'
growing understanding and use of Standard Australian English (English). Together the three strands focus on developing
students’ knowledge, understanding and skills in listening, reading, viewing, speaking and writing. The three strands are:





Language: knowing about the English language
Literature: understanding, appreciating, responding to, analysing and creating literature
Literacy: expanding the repertoire of English usage.

The Australian Curriculum: English provides teachers with Year Level Descriptors, Content Descriptions and Content
Elaborations. It also contains Achievement Standards, which enable the teachers to make judgements as to whether the
student is working at Expected Level, higher or lower.
The content of the Australian Curriculum: English taught at OLHC increases in complexity across the year levels. For
example, by the end of the year in Prep:






Students use predicting and questioning strategies to make meaning from texts. They recall one or two events
from texts on familiar topics. They understand that there are different types of texts and that these can have
similar characteristics. They identify connections between texts and their personal experience.
They read short, predictable texts with familiar vocabulary and supportive images, drawing on their developing
knowledge of concepts about print and sound and letters. They identify the letters of the English alphabet and
use the sounds represented by most letters. They listen to and use appropriate language features to respond to
others in a familiar environment. They listen for rhyme, letter patterns and sounds in words.
Students understand that their texts can reflect their own experiences. They identify and describe likes and
dislikes about familiar texts, objects, characters and events.
In informal group and whole class settings, students communicate clearly. They retell events and experiences with
peers and known adults. They identify and use rhyme, letter patterns and sounds in words. When writing,
students use familiar words and phrases and images to convey ideas. Their writing shows evidence of sound and
letter knowledge, beginning writing behaviours and experimentation with capital letters and full stops. They
correctly form known upper- and lower-case letters.

By the end of Year 6:


Students understand how the use of text structures can achieve particular effects. They analyse and explain how
language features, images and vocabulary are used by different authors to represent ideas, characters and
events.

Students compare and analyse information in different texts, explaining literal and implied meaning. They select
and use evidence from a text to explain their response to it. They listen to discussions, clarifying content and
challenging others’ ideas.

Students understand how language features and language patterns can be used for emphasis. They show how
specific details can be used to support a point of view. They explain how their choices of language features and
images are used.
Students create detailed texts elaborating on key ideas for a range of purposes and audiences. They make presentations
and contribute actively to class and group discussions, using a variety of strategies for effect. They demonstrate
understanding of grammar, make considered choices from an expanding vocabulary, use accurate spelling and punctuation
for clarity and make and explain editorial choices.

